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973-290-4000      |      2 Convent Road, Morristown, NJ 07960      |      www.steu.edu

May 19, 2023

Dear Graduates, 

On behalf of the faculty and staff of Saint Elizabeth University, it is my honor to 
extend heartfelt congratulations to the Class of 2023 on reaching this important 
milestone in your life. The University community shares your joy and feels confident 
that you are prepared to step into your destiny boldly. 

Despite the consistent changes to the rhythms of the college experience, you have 
repeatedly demonstrated and embodied the resiliency of a Saint Elizabeth University 
student and alum. In the face of adversity, you did it! You, your family, and your 
friends should be very proud of your accomplishments.  

As you begin your new journey, think fondly of Saint Elizabeth’s, your alma mater, 
keep in touch, and hold the Saint E’s banner with pride as you join the ranks of our 
distinguished alumni. 

Again, congratulations and all the best for the future. Now, use your 
gifts, experience, work ethic, and SEU degree to SOAR and change the world. 

Sincerely,  

Gary B. Crosby, Ph.D. 

President
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COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
 

PROCESSIONAL 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

INVOCATION  
Aaron Bianco  

Campus Minister

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS  
Gary B. Crosby, Ph.D.  

President

GREETINGS  
Elizabeth M. Renyi  

Chair, Board of Trustees

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS  
Brian Bridges, Ph.D. 

Secretary of Higher Education for the State of New Jersey

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES  
Anne Bartlett, Ph.D.  

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs & Student Life

STUDENT ADDRESSES  
Meredith Palmer 

Kodi Peters

RECOGNITION OF UNIVERSITY HONORS

ALUMNAE/I ASSOCIATION INDUCTION  
Kathleen Karkos, ’81  

President, Alumnae/i Association

CONCLUDING REMARKS  
Gary B. Crosby, Ph.D.  

President

ALMA MATER 

BENEDICTION  
Father Joseph Farias  

University Chaplain and Advisor to the President for Mission Integration

RECESSIONAL 
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ACADEMIC ATTIRE

The formal academic attire which distinguishes faculty and graduates at the 
Commencement ceremony is a symbol that stretches back into history, to the 
University’s roots as an academic institution, while at the same time forming a bond 
of union among contemporary academic scholars.

The tradition of recognizing academic accomplishment with ceremony, bright color, 
and distinctive dress is an exercise which has existed for nearly eight centuries. 
The academic costumes (cap, gown, and hood), which bring so much character to 
today’s ceremonies, have origins in the Middle Ages, when they were worn primarily 
for warmth. The material of the gown and the lining and the shape of the hood all 
have come to have academic significance.

In 1895, a group of leading American educators met at Columbia University and 
established the Intercollegiate Code of Academic Attire. For the most part, this 
code still exists in its original state.

Under this code, the bachelor’s gown has pointed sleeves and is designed to be 
worn closed. The master’s gown has an oblong sleeve, which gives the impression 
of a shorter sleeve. The rear part of its oblong shape is square cut, and the front part 
has an arc cut away. The doctor’s gown has bell-shaped sleeves. Like the master’s 
gown, it may be worn open or closed. Undergraduate and graduate gowns are 
black, except for special colors used by some universities.

Bachelor’s and master’s gowns are untrimmed, while the doctor’s gown is usually 
faced down the front with velvet and has three bars across the sleeves. The facing 
and the bars may be black or they may be the color representing the field of study. 
The doctor’s hood is four feet in length and the master’s is three and a half. Hoods are 
lined with the official colors of the college or university from which the degree has 
been issued.

The border of the hood —three inches wide for the master’s and five inches wide 
for the doctor’s—identifies the faculty or department of study to which the degree 
pertains. Cap tassels for the doctor’s degree are gold, while the tassels for the 
master’s and bachelor’s degrees are black. 

Whatever the degree or the university, those who don the attire symbolically take 
their places in the long procession of scholars who have pursued truth and passed 
it on to others. The consciousness of that fellowship is at once a reward for the past 
and an inspiration for the future.
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Brian Bridges, Ph.D. 
Secretary of Higher Education for the State of New Jersey

Brian Bridges, Ph.D., currently serves as 
Secretary of Higher Education for the 
state of New Jersey, a role he began on 
November 16, 2020, as part of Governor 
Phil Murphy’s administration.

As Secretary, Dr. Bridges is responsible 
for policy development and coordination 
of higher education activities for the 
state, including supporting institutions 
amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
He also coordinates initiatives to 
improve college affordability in New 
Jersey through the State Plan for Higher 
Education and enhance postsecondary 
opportunities while promoting equity 
and access for all through programs 
such as the state’s Community College 
Opportunity Grant (CCOG).

Dr. Bridges previously served as Vice 
President of Research and Member 
Engagement at the United Negro College 
Fund (UNCF) in Washington, DC, where 
he led UNCF’s Frederick D. Patterson 
Research Institute (FDPRI) and the 
Institute for Capacity Building (ICB). 
He served as the organization’s chief 
research officer, principal editor, and 
contributor to FDPRI’s publications, 
as well as the manager of internal and 
external projects involving capacity 
building, evaluation, and assessment. 
Dr. Bridges also led the UNCF Career 
Pathways Initiative, a project funded 
by the Lilly Endowment, to improve job 
placement outcomes at historically black 
colleges and universities (HBCUs) and 
predominantly black institutions (PBIs).

Prior to joining UNCF, Dr. Bridges served 
in various leadership roles both on and 
off campus, including vice provost for 
diversity, access, and equity at Ohio 
University; associate director of the 
Center for Advancement of Racial and 
Ethnic Equity at the American Council 
on Education; and associate director 
at the National Survey of Student 
Engagement (NSSE). While at NSSE, he 
managed a million-dollar subcontract 
for the Building Engagement and 
Attainment of Minority Students project, 
a national initiative funded by Lumina 
Foundation to assist minority-serving 
institutions in using their NSSE results 
for institutional improvement. He is 
a former assistant professor of higher 
education administration at George 
Washington University. Throughout his 
career, Dr. Bridges has served as a media 
resource and provided expert perspective 
and analysis on numerous panels and 
advisory committees on issues related 
to student engagement, HBCUs, learning 
environments at minority-serving 
institutions, and success factors for 
African American college students at 
predominantly white institutions.

Dr. Bridges earned his Doctorate in Higher 
Education Administration from Indiana 
University–Bloomington, a Master of 
Public Administration degree from the 
University of North Carolina–Charlotte, and 
a Bachelor of Arts in English Language and 
Literature from Francis Marion University. 
Dr. Bridges was born in Brooklyn, NY, and 
reared in Beaufort, SC.
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PAST PRESIDENTS

Sister Mary Pauline Kelligar 
Served 1899–1922

Sister Hildegarde Marie Mahoney
Served 1952–1971

Sister Jacqueline Burns
Served 1981–1997

Sister Marie José Byrne 
Served 1922–1952

Sister Elizabeth Ann Maloney
Served 1971–1981

Sister Francis Raftery 
Served 1997–2013

Dr. Helen J. Streubert 
Served 2013–2021
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CLASS OF 2023
Doctor of Psychology in Counseling Psychology

Marianne Middlebrook***  
New Providence, N.J. 

Disease Severity, Self-Stigma of Disability,  
and Positive Coping Skills in Adults with  

Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) 
Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Christina Liparini

Tatiana Mora*** 
Newark, N.J. 

Factors Influencing Substance Use  
in Latinx Individuals 

Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Patricia Heindel

Prateeksha Patel*** 
Edison, N.J. 

The Effects of Cultural Beliefs and Acculturation  
on Attending Therapy in South Asians 

Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Christina Liparini 

Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership 

Strawberry Gallagher*** 
Rahway, N.J. 

The Impact of Resources and Programs on 
the Self-Efficacy of EOF Students: A Study to 

Improve On-Campus Support Programs  
Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Thomas Brunner

Michael William Iris*** 
Randolph, N.J. 

Burnout of Career Development Professionals  
in Higher Education:  An Action Research  

Study on Staff Retention 
Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Joseph Ciccone

Jonathan A. Firetto*** 
Springfield, N.J.  

Teachers’ Perceptions on Co-Teaching  
in an Inclusive Classroom 

Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Keith Neigel

Heather E. Glogolich*** 
New Providence, N.J.  

Law Enforcement and Higher Education 
Partnerships: Responding to Domestic 

Violence on the College Campus 
Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Joseph Ciccone

Christopher William Magno*** 
Cedar Knolls, N.J.  

Examining Preschool through Eighth Grade 
Educators’ Knowledge of Mindfulness Practices 

Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Keith Neigel

Rose Nirva Magny*** 
Morris Plains, N.J.  

Collaboration Between ESL and GE Teachers: 
The Impact on Instructional Practices in ESL 

Inclusion Classrooms 
Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Keith Neigel

Kristen Casale Mallet*** 
Wayne, N.J.  

Science Teachers’ Perspective on the 
Effectiveness and Implementation of the  

Next Generation Science Standards 
Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Joseph Ciccone

Anwaar Zaher Najmi*** 
Middlesex, N.J. 

Seen, Yet Not Visible: A Descriptive Case  
Study’s Glance at the Experience of Arab  

College Alumni Across the Northeast 
 Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Joseph Ciccone

Meredith Palmer 
Florham Park, N.J.  

The Transformational President:  
A Case Study Providing a Framework for 

Selecting the Right Leader to Turnaround a 
Private, Non-Profit University  

Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Joseph Ciccone

Christine Seminerio*** 
Morristown, N.J. 

Examining Elementary General Education 
Teachers’ Understanding and Implementation 

of Tier 1 within an MTSS Framework 
 Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Keith Neigel
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GRADUATION HONORS  
FOR UNDERGRADUATES  

AND GRADUATE STUDENTS

Graduation honors are based on the cumulative 
grade point average, 3.5 – 4.0, at the completion 

of all degree requirements. Students who 
graduate within this grade point average range 

are honored with the following:

Highest Honor 3.85 – 4.0

High Honor 3.7 – 3.84

Honor 3.5 – 3.69

*** Denotes Highest Honor graduate

** Denotes High Honor graduate

* Denotes Honor graduate 

Additionally, graduates fulfilling the 
requirements of the Honors Program are 

identified by ◊

Please scan this QR code to find the PDF version of this program. We will 
issue a final, corrected version after June 1, 2023.
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Master of Arts in Justice Administration and Public Service

Daniel J. Bundschuh*** 
Florham Park, N.J. 

Ian Green*** 
Flemington, N.J. 

Jeffrey Lucas*** 
Hillsborough, N.J. 

Alexander Joseph Marchesi**  
Succasunna, N.J. 

Christopher Michael Moore*** 
Andover, MA

Matthew Robert Mularz*** 
Rockaway, N.J. 

Jorge Luis Reyes** 
Sparta, N.J. 

Katherine Natale Reyes 
Belleville, N.J. 

Christopher A. Scudieri*** 
Lincoln Park, N.J. 

Guerine Kethia Tout-Puissant* 
Union, N.J. 

Kassandra Marie Vargas* 
Mine Hill, N.J.

Deisy Paola Zaruma* 
Newark, N.J.

Master of Public Health 

Dadzie Amuquandoh* 
Cape Coast, Ghana 

Jaimie Olivia Held 
Roseland, N.J. 

Victoria Wel*  
Garfield, N.J. 

Master of Science in  Administration

Debra Ann Pingue*** 
Quakertown, Pa. 

Lois Pinta***  
Morristown, N.J. 

Dominique Ashley Schultz** 
East Orange, N.J.

Master of Science in Management

Juanita Burns-McCrae 
East Orange, N.J. 

Marlana Anne Ehrhardt*** 
Wharton, N.J. 

Alyssa Lee Hampton*** 
Whiting, N.J. 

Zahkeia Kayla Herring 
Newark, N.J. 

Ryan Jordan Kimmins** 
Martinsville, N.J. 

Zaniyah K. Scott* 
Newark, N.J. 

Nicole Natasha Sutherland Coppin 
Prospect Park, N.J. 

Master of Science in Nursing

Phoebe Andam Aliparo*** 
West Orange, N.J.

Tara Anne Ardolino*** 
Elizabeth, N.J.

Theresa Carrelus*** 
Haskell, N.J.

Jeanne A. Carty** 
Greenbank, Wash.

Kimberly Crista Castillo*** 
Clark, N.J.

Ruby Codjoe** 
Piscataway, N.J. 

Anne Vierge Daux* 
Linden, N.J.

Luny Isaac-Valeur 
South Plainfield, N.J.
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Master of Arts in Applied Behavior Analysis
Kendra La’Rae Berry-Brown 

Morristown, N.J. 

Nicole Erica Brush** 
Toms River, N.J. 

Meghan Hogan Herbert*** 
Whippany, N.J. 

Victoria Lee Shappell*** 
Egg Harbor Township, N.J. 

Gabrielle Spallino*** 
Verona, N.J. 

Shannon Marie Wojciechowski*** 
Sparta, N.J.

Master of Arts in Counseling Psychology

Daniela Chica*** 
Piscataway, N.J. 

Kalisha Daley 
Dover, N.J. 

Courtney Nicole DuBose 
Union, N.J. 

Shannon Rose Hanrahan*** 
Bridgewater, N.J. 

Deja Ingram** 
Trenton, N.J. 

Marta Jagodzinski*** 
Staten Island, N.Y.

Jordan R. Jones** 
Howell, N.J. 

Zachary Lanaras*** 
Cedar Grove, N.J. 

Reginald A. Long 
South Orange, N.J. 

Maria Lezme-Lopez*** 
Bernardsville, N.J. 

Mary-Land Lindor*** 
Hazel, N.J. 

Julia Madison McCachren*** 
Mendham, N.J. 

Jennifer Clare (Gill) McKeown***  
Lake Hopatcong, N.J.

Rebecca Moraud*** 
East Orange, N.J. 

Joseph Odumewu*** 
Vauxhall, N.J. 

Jessica S. Rabb*** 
Maplewood, N.J. 

Catherine Rathjen*** 
Netcong, N.J. 

Michelle Matos Teixeira *** 
Verona, N.J. 

Master of Science in Data Analytics 

Florence M. Graham** 
Morristown, N.J. 

Emmanuel Hounsa 
Pemberton, N.J.  

Vale Murthy*** 
Cedar Knolls, N.J. 

Fnu Nandini* 
Parsippany, N.J. 

Master of Arts in Digital Media Design and Marketing

Andrew Thomas Demarest 
Budd Lake, N.J. 

Brittany Lynn Demarest*  
Budd Lake, N.J. 

Ellen Lohsen** 
Rockaway, N.J. 

Hop Nguyen Bich Pham***  
Morristown, N.J. 

Master of Arts in Education

Kevin Michael Blair** 
Special Education 

Samantha Lucas** 
Early Childhood Education

Dana Pottheiser** 
Special Education
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Rebecca Chmielewski** 
Hackettstown, N.J. 

Alexandra Kimberly Conforti* 
Morristown, N.J. 

Arielle Elyssa Curtis* 
Weehawken, N.J. 

Andrew Robert Davis* 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

Kaitlin Eipel** 
Clark, N.J. 

Marissa Nicole Ellis*** 
Towaco, N.J. 

Neelima Roy Furtado** 
Edison, N.J. 

Alexandria Havens* 
Belmar, N.J. 

Gifty Jose* 
Union, N.J. 

Meagan Anne Kern*** 
Flemington, N.J.

Katrina Julia Reantaso Kumar* 
East Taunton, Mass. 

Sydney Patricia Lucas*** 
Florham Park, N.J.

Natalie Mercedes* 
Dumont, N.J.

Stephen James Nolan 
Little Falls, N.J. 

Michelle Maria Nolasco* 
Woodbridge, N.J. 

Parker McKay Olsen* 
Meridian, Idaho

Christopher Richard Pivko* 
Parsippany, N.J. 

Adina Rudman*** 
Passaic, N.J. 

Kimi San Miguel Diaz* 
Mongaup Valley, N.Y.

Allyson Rose Stillwell*** 
Flemington, N.J. 

Alyssa Nicole Tharp** 
Valley Cottage, N.Y.

Sydnee Weber Torrence* 
Lake Hopatcong, N.J. 

Nile Rahnon Uzzell* 
Somerset, N.J. 

Yuliya Zagorudko 
Monroe Township, N.J. 

Bachelor of Arts

Miranda D. Alicea  
Psychology  
Clifton, N.J. 

Miguel Angel Aristizabal  
Business  

Clifton, N.J. 

Jewel Jelani Baskerville  
Criminal Justice  
Elizabeth, N.J. 

Devynn Battieste  
Criminal Justice  

East Orange, N.J. 

Deaundre Hugh Bobb  
English  

New Britain, C.T.

Emily Anne Elizabeth Bober  
Psychology  
Union, N.J. 

Jeremiah Eddie Boger  
History  

Bayonne, N.J. 

Noelle Lena Brescia  
History, Art  

Maplewood, N.J. 

Darnill Christopher Brown  
Communications  

Ewing, N.J. 

Aeriel Nicole Brown**◊   
English  

Kissimmee, Fla.

Rebecca Marion Cardinal***   
Elementary/Early Childhood Education 

Hillsborough, N.J. 

Yerjennis Miguel Cerda-Polanco  
Criminal Justice  
Irvington, N.J. 

Brandon Chin  
Business Administration  

Dumont, N.J. 

Carmel Coleman  
Mathematics  
Edison, N.J. 

Master of Science in Physician Assistant (continued)
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Kaitlyn Malcolm*** 
Clark, N.J.

Civil Edouard Nya Sandjong** 
Elizabeth, N.J.

Mabel Leslie Oppong** 
Vauxhall, N.J.

Adriana Reda* 
Randolph, N.J.

Jennifer Silva* 
North Bergen, N.J.

Tanya Jenice Thompson*** 
Landing, N.J.

Master of Science in Nutrition

Risa Emily Anczelowicz◊ 
Fair Lawn, N.J.

Ashley Ann Bialoblocki*** 
Cream Ridge, N.J.

Rachel Rose Calabria* 
West Milford, N.J.

Emily Suzanne Cardoza**  
Staten Island, N.Y.

Danielle Christine Dragone*** 
Bayonne, N.J.

Brandon Karczewski Escandon*** 
River Vale, N.J.

Angela Federico 
Somerset, N.J.

Kristle Gonzalez*** 
Clifton, N.J.

Taylor Grover* 
Belford, N.J.

Farrah L. Hubey*** 
Hackettstown, N.J.

Patricia Marie Kalosieh*◊ 
Waldwick, N.J.

MaryKate Kelly** 
Pittstown, N.J.

Rebecca Lindner*** 
Toms River, N.J.

Heather Margulies** 
East Brunswick, N.J.

Grace Afia Opoku 
Union, N.J. 

Abigail Elizabeth Ousouljoglou ** 
Bridgewater, N.J.

Megan Elizabeth Phelan*** 
Morristown, N.J.

Lorrien N. Robinson* 
Rockaway, N.J.

Noelle Russomano** 
 West Caldwell, N.J.

Katherine Shea*** 
Lebanon, N.J.

Kristin Anne Taenzer** 
Hackettstown, N.J.

Alyssa Lauren Tammara* 
West End, N.C.

Hannah D. Warner* 
Goshen, N.Y.

Monica Wedemann* 
Wood Dale, Ill. 

Alizza Wich*** 
Colorado Springs, Colo.

Kimberly Ann Wills*** 
Rahway, N.J.

Stefan Yeh 
Piscataway, N.J.

Amy Zaremba*** 
Stanhope, N.J. 

Emily Anne Zito** 
Springfield, Pa.

Master of Science in Physician Assistant 

Eric Alexander Abkin* 
Mendham, N.J. 

Shahnaz Afroza 
Ringoes, N.J. 

Nikoletta Dagmara Antczak* 
Matawan, N.J. 

Christina Taylor Bond*** 
Somers Point, N.J. 

Angelina Bonte** 
Hackettstown, N.J. 

Mercedes E. Castillo 
Elizabeth, N.J. 

Master of Science in Nursing (continued)
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Bodens Paul**  
Psychology  

Irvington, N.J. 

Timothy Joseph Quercia**◊  
Business  

Monroe, N.J. 

Courtney Tina Reed  
Criminal Justice  
Piscataway, N.J. 

Joseph Saverio Rega***  
Criminal Justice  

East Hanover, N.J. 

Carmen Elena Remy  
Biology  

Irvington, N.J. 

Justin Shaun Rodriguez  
Art  

Carteret, N.J.

Haley Romano  
Biology  

Roseland, N.J. 

Anthony Richard Russo**  
Psychology  

Fairfield, N.J. 

Luz Juliana Sanchez Mancebo  
Art 

Paterson, N.J. 

David John Selecky***  
Criminal Justice  

Stirling, N.J. 

Bianca Rossandra Shaw***  
Early Childhood Elementary Education 

Morristown, N.J. 

Karyn Rosa Shimazu  
Art  

Kenilworth, N.J. 

Zaniyah Alayzha Stewart  
Art and Graphic Design  

Union, N.J. 

Dy-Aisha Monet Thompson  
Criminal Justice  

Newark, N.J. 

Grace Emily Thompson***◊  
Elementary Education / English  

Chatham, N.J. 

Tiana Capri Tiller  
Criminal Justice / Psychology  

Elizabeth, N.J. 

Jennifer Patricia Tinger  
Art  

Garwood, N.J. 

Allen Joseph Torhan  
Criminal Justice  

Morristown, N.J. 

Alexander Vincent Tredy**  
Criminal Justice  
Ringwood, N.J. 

John Anderson Vargas Mejia*  
Philosophy 

 Morristown, N.J. 

Anthony Steven Gerard Waldmann***  
Art 

 Roselle, N.J. 

Morgan Mary Wehrle***  
Elementary Education / Psychology  

South Amboy, N.J. 

Deja Rose Wenzel  
Psychology  

Keansburg, N.J. 

Kayla Imani Wilkins-Betton  
Global Studies  

East Orange, N.J. 

 Bachelor of Science

Laura Acosta  
Food and Nutrition  

West New York, N.J. 

Erica Imani Allen 
Biology 

Newark, N.J.

Jocelyn Auguste  
Criminal Justice 

Roselle, N.J. 

Kristina L. Auteri 
Nursing 

Stirling, N.J. 

Shannon Jalissa Barnes 
Health Sciences  

East Orange, N.J. 

Andre Benitez 
 Food and Nutrition 

Nutley, N.J. 

Bachelor of Arts (continued)
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Nadia Darrian  
Psychology  

Trenton, N.J. 

Nicole Therese DeCindio  
Psychology  

Woodland Park, N.J. 

Gretchen Lynne Dietsch***  
Elementary / Early Education  

Morristown, N.J. 

Marla Megan DuBois Santos  
Psychology  

Landing, N.J. 

Brad Edwards  
Mathematics  

East Brunswick, N.J. 

Bryce Andrew Egan***◊  
History 

Hamilton, N.J. 

Siara Nicole Felder  
Philosophy  

Roselle, N.J. 

Julius Justin Ferreira  
Sport Management & Marketing  

Paterson, N.J. 

Thalia Rosa Gavilanes*◊  
History  

Elizabeth, N.J. 

Nazir Jasyah Gibbs Diggs  
Business Administration  

Irvington, N.J. 

Pedro Gonzalez***  
Criminal Justice  

Passaic, N.J. 

Sierra M. Gonzalez*  
Biology  

Elmwood Park, N.J. 

Ericka Dyh’asia Graham◊  
Biology  

Newark, N.J. 

Kahdayzia T. Green  
Criminal Justice  

Paterson, N.J. 

Chloe M. Gregory◊  
Art / Psychology  
Jersey City, N.J. 

Lauren Elizabeth Griesmeyer*  
Art  

Phillipsburg, N.J. 

Samantha Elizabeth Grobert***◊ 
Elementary Education / English  

Madison, N.J. 

Jesse Anthony Guerrero***  
Criminal Justice  
Hamilton, N.J. 

Robert F. Horvot*  
Criminal Justice  

Cliffside Park, N.J. 

Tanya Iandiorio*** 
Criminal Justice  
Millington, N.J. 

Alani Danay Jones  
Criminal Justice/ Psychology  

Irvington, N.J. 

Shannon Marie Keiper***   
Criminal Justice  

Flanders, N.J. 

Tyra Whitney Lawrence***  
Criminal Justice  

Bronx, N.Y.

Mercedes Lombardo*◊  
Biology  

Mendham, N.J. 

Chloe Jane Medder**  
Psychology  

Chandler, Ariz.

Steven Daniel Medina***  
Psychology 

 Hillsborough, N.J. 

Gianna Rosa Miraglia***◊  
Criminal Justice/Psychology  

West Milford, N.J. 

Eliana C. Morales  
Criminal Justice  

Lodi, N.J. 

Jessica L. O’Malley***  
Elementary Education/Psychology 

 Lake Hopatcong, N.J. 

Raymond M. Orta  
Criminal Justice  

Bound Brook, N.J. 

Joicy J. Palatty  
Sociology 

 Palisades Park, N.J. 

Ashley Paul  
Psychology  
Roselle, N.J. 

Bachelor of Arts (continued)
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Bachelor of Science (continued)

Jayleen Peña 
Health Sciences 

Paterson, N.J. 

Kodi Lain Peters***◊ 
Sport Management & Marketing  

 Bergenfield, N.J. 

Jacob Pipercic**◊ 
Business Administration 

Bradenton, Fla.

Kennady Alana Reavis 
Computer Software Engineering 

Piscataway, N.J. 

Martine Maritza Remy* 
Health Sciences 
 Irvington, N.J. 

DeVonte Malik Richardson 
Business Administration 

Newark, N.J. 

Amia Mercedes Rodriguez 
Health Sciences 
Rockaway, N.J. 

Melissa Elizabeth Ruggiero*** 
Business Administration 

Byram Township, N.J. 

Ariel J. Salazar*** 
Criminal Justice 

Orange, N.J. 

Josiah Sorola Samuel 
Psychology 

Beeville, Texas

Sara Stankovic** 
Business Administration 

Smederevo, Serbia 

Marquise Stewart 
Business Administration 

North Brunswick, N.J. 

Shayla Enijah Tate 
Health Sciences 

Newark, N.J. 

Astrid Nathalie Tello* 
Health Sciences 

Lake Hiawatha, N.J. 

Olivia Terrell***◊ 
Biology 

Boonton, N.J. 

Jaynika Tunis 
Business Administration 

Newark, N.J. 

Casey Michelle Van Veen** 
Clinical Laboratory Science 

Oak Ridge, N.J. 

Dayanna Estefania Vera-Lata 
Business Administration 

Bloomfield, N.J. 

Charlene Faith Washington** 
Foods and Nutrition 

Cherry Hill, N.J. 

Cole William Weingarten 
Sport Management & Marketing  

Point Pleasant, N.J. 

Alayzha Sanaa Wright 
Health Sciences 

Newark, N.J. 

Cibeles Egeraige Zambrano 
Biochemistry 
Roselle, N.J. 

Danielle Zych*** 
Foods and Nutrition  

Colonia, N.J. 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Zanib Noor Akhtar*** 
Budd Lake, N.J. 

Dorine Eden Brenda Angui 
Roselle, N.J. 

Kimberly Ann Basalatan Anoche* 
Union, N.J. 

Isabella Aquino  
Rockaway, N.J. 

Chirley Barreau  
Budd Lake, N.J. 

Gabriella Birnbaum***  
East Hanover, N.J. 

Tuong Vy Bui*** 
Englishtown, N.J.  

Jennifer Couto Cabral**  
Linden, N.J. 

Didane Cadet*** 
 Union, N.J. 

Sarah Charles  
Long Valley, N.J. 
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Selena Eliza Bordonada 
Health Sciences 

Farmingdale, N.J. 

Joseph A. Brong◊ 

Biology 
Branchburg, N.J. 

Jalissa Caiza 
Biology 

Newark, N.J. 

Joseph Angelo Dabu Calayag ** 
Business Administration 

Bergenfield, N.J. 

Adrianna Maria Cannarozzi 
Health Sciences 
Oak Ridge, N.J. 

Karen Dale Caplan*** 
Foods and Nutrition 

Summit, N.J. 

Diane M. Celleri*** 
Foods and Nutrition 

Maplewood, N.J. 

Chantel T. Charles 
Health Sciences 

East Orange, N.J. 

Charelle T. Charles 
Health Sciences 

East Orange, N.J. 

Rosemary Coello 
 Health Sciences 

Elmwood Park, N.J. 

Izaiah Charles Crafton 
Sport Management & Marketing  

Newark, N.J. 

Ashlee Chanel Crawford 
Health Sciences 
Plainfield, N.J. 

Siddiqqah Davis 
Health Sciences 

Orange, N.J. 

Kyle Thomas Dietze 
Criminal Justice 
Toms River, N.J. 

Kaitlyn Francesca Evans 
Criminal Justice 

Clifton, N.J. 

Herbina Exume 
Health Sciences 
Irvington, N.J. 

Brandon Steven Fiallos**◊ 
Biochemistry 

Dover, N.J. 

Paul Anthony Hamilton* 
Health Sciences 

Bridgewater, N.J. 

Leah Blair Howard 
Foods and Nutrition 

Mendham, N.J. 

Sinag’ha Orshae Jacobs 
Sport Management & Marketing 

Somerville, N.J. 

Theresa Marie Jean 
Health Sciences 

Newark, N.J. 

Joshua Eric Koller** 
Biology 

Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

Quayan C. Lane 
Business Administration 

Newark, N.J. 

Amanda Rashell Lopez*◊ 
Biology 

Yucaipa, Calif.

Justin J. Lowden 
Business Administration 

Bayville, N.J. 

Angelo Rocco Marabello 
Criminal Justice 

Saddle Brook, N.J. 

John Melillo 
Sport Management & Marketing 

Randolph, N.J. 

Monica Lissette Menendez* 
 Administration 

Lodi, N.J. 

Mariah Je’Ana Noriega* 
Health Sciences/Criminal Justice  

Paterson, N.J. 

Kudus Ogunkoya 
Business Administration 

Newark, N.J. 

Anthony Juan Padilla 
Health Sciences 

Cliffside Park, N.J. 

Charles Andrei Pampliega◊ 
Health Sciences 

Teaneck, N.J. 

Bachelor of Science (continued)
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The Sister Hildegard Mahoney Award  
for General Excellence 

Samantha Grobert

This award is granted to a student earning High or Highest Honors  
in academics, earning a minimum of 3.7, possessing demonstrated  

campus civic leadership and high moral character.

The Sister Elizabeth Ann Maloney  
Award 

Thalia Gavilanes

This award is granted to a student earning a minimum of a 3.5 cumulative 
GPA in December prior to graduation, who demonstrates a commitment to 

advancing the lives of those who have been marginalized, and to work in the 
service of others beyond graduation.  

The Sister Jacqueline Burns  
Award 

Pedro González

This award is granted to a graduating senior whose leadership has enriched 
and advanced the multicultural and international life of the learning 

community at Saint Elizabeth University. 

The Sister Elizabeth Houlihan  
Memorial Award 

Chloe Gregory

This award is granted to a graduating student with a minimum GPA 
of 3.6 who best exemplifies the spirit of the award’s namesake in such 

characteristics as academic excellence, spirituality, humility, friendliness and 
helping people to fulfill their potential.

AWARDS OF DISTINCTION 
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Joanne Suzette Charron*  
Rockaway, N.J. 

Luisa Clavijo**  
Springfield, N.J. 

Shirley Cristina Cuaresma**  
Hillsborough, N.J. 

Winterlyn Eliza Curley  
Lake Hiawatha, N.J. 

Amanda M. Davidek  
Whippany, N.J. 

Jill Susan Davis***  
Sparta, N.H.

Elouse Exius Desir  
Irvington, N.J. 

Racquel Oslyn English-Gartrell*** 
Irvington, N.J. 

Gioia Anne Gaita  
Totowa, N.J. 

Erin Patrice Gallic  
Stirling, N.J. 

Lissette Garcia-McNeil  
Elizabeth, N.J. 

Adrianna Sofia Gomez***  
Union, N.J. 

Christian Junior Gomez  
Clifton, N.J. 

Nelanlly Gomez-Castillo  
Elmwood Park, N.J. 

Christian Michael Gonzalez  
Passaic, N.J. 

Taylor Brittany Grace 
Jersey City, N.J. 

Naama Jules 
Union, N.J. 

Shania Latrice Christiana Lawrence 
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Li Li*  
Rockaway, N.J.

Hannah Ruth Martinez** 
Succasunna, N.J. 

Alex Patricio Miranda 
Elizabeth, N.J. 

Shakira Nieves* 
Elizabeth, N.J. 

Eva Obuobi 
Budd Lake, N.J.

Preya Pariag 
Piscataway, N.J. 

Amanda Quinn* 
Florham Park, N.J. 

Angela Rangel*** 
Morris Plains, N.J. 

Mercedes Marie Rivera 
Millville, N.J. 

Shawnice A. Rogers 
Newark, N.J. 

Carla Valeria Salinas 
Elizabeth, N.J. 

Luisa Maria Selecky*** 
Stirling, N.J. 

Jacqueline Elizabeth Toscano**◊ 
Watchung, N.J. 

Ellenaissa Umih* 
Springfield, N.J. 

Alecia M. Vaz* 
Bronx, N.Y.

Viergela Marie Nicole Vincent 
Union, N.J. 

Precious E. Whitfield** 
Roselle, N.J. 

Hannah J. Wilkinson 
Basking Ridge, N.J. 

 Bachelor of Social Work
Serene Ciares-Deeb  

Woodland Park, N.J. 

Marinely Guerrero** 
Bloomfield, N.J.

Maya Simone Hunter 
Hillside, N.J. 

Lissette Ortiz 
Boonton, N.J. 

Hannah Peri Smith*** 
Plainfield, N.J. 

Khandi A. Williams*** 
Morristown, N.J. 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing  (continued)
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HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENTS SINCE 1969

2023  Brian Bridges, Ph.D.

2019  David C. Clowney IV  
  Alice Lazzarini, M.D.

2018  Ernesto A. Tolentino, M.D. 

2017  Camelia M. Valdes, J.D.

2016  Colonel Ingrid A. Parker

2015  Rochelle Hendricks

2014  Heidi J. Sorvino  
   Sister Regina Martin Keane, S.C.*

2013 William J. Marino 
  Virginia E. McGlone 
  Gwen-Marie Moolenaar

2012 Maud Dahme  
  Sister Margaret Ann O’Neill, S.C.

2011 Sister Maureen Shaughnessy, S.C.  
  Stephen J. Sweeny, Ph.D.

2010 Sister Mary Canavan  
  Kathleen DiChiara  
  Reverend Dennis Holtschneider

2009 Mary Elizabeth Lebreck Kelley 
  Edward J. Yaw  
  Francine Cheeseman Shaw

2008 Sister Jacqueline Burns, S.C. 
  Joseph F. Duffy  
  Brother Rick Curry, S.J.

2007 J. Martin Comey 
  Bonnie Monte 
  Nina Mitchell Wells

2006 David Bixel * 
  Peter V. Mancuso 
  Marilyn A. Fingerhut

2005 Cecilia G. Laureys 
  Patricia A. Peterson 
  Jack Ford, J.D.

2004 Sister Ellen Joyce, S.C. 
  Maura Devlin Rossi 
  Elissa Jeanne Santoro

2003 Sister Barbara Conroy 
   Mary Higgins Clark

2002  Reverend Mychal F. Judge, O.F.M.* 
   Dr. Francis J. Mertz

2001  William P. Ford 
  The Honorable Norman Bloch 
  Anna Grimaldi Colomer

2000  Reverend Dr. Everett C. Parker 
   Lorena E. Tyson 
   Leonard DeFiore

1999  Sister Patricia Mary McMullen, S.C. 
  John T. Cunningham 
  Mary C. Murphy

 

1998  Dr. Monika K. Hellwig 

1997  Sister Jane Frances Brady, S.C. 
   Alfred C. Koeppe

1996  Irma Nevares de Rosselló

1995  Dr. William F. Baker 
   Mary Alice Williams

1994  The Honorable Corinne (Lindy) Boggs

1993  Rear Adm. Louise Currie Wilmot 
   Sister Mary Rose McGeady, D.C.

1992  Dr. Patricia A. McGuire, Esq. 
  Sister M. Carita Pendergast, S.C.

1991  Dr. Elsa Gomez

1990  Anita Brown Bay 
   Joseph D. Williams

1989  John P. Blessington

1988  Ann McLaughlin

1987  Barbara Boggs Sigmund 
   John T. O’Neill

1986  Mary Ann Restivo

1985  Rosemary T. McFadden

1984  The Honorable Marie Louise Garibaldi

1983  Geraldine Doyle Riordan

1981  Suzanne Massie 
   Sister Blanche Marie McEniry, S.C. 
   Sister Josephine Marie O’Brien, S.C.

1980  The Honorable Shirley A. Tolentino 
   Florence E. Wall 
   Anne Fox Wolfe

1979  Sister Hildegarde Marie Mahoney, S.C.

1978  John J. Degnan

1977  Mother Joanna Marie Duffy, S.C. 
   Julia E. Read 
   Mary McDermott Mulholland

1976  The Most Reverend Lawrence B. Casey

1975  Dr. Eleanor Hess McMahon

1974  Patricia Queenan Sheehan 
   Sister Mary Catharine O’Connor, S.C.

1973  Millicent Fenwick

1972  Abbot Leonard G. Cassell, O.S.B.

1971  Dr. Frank J. Ayd, Jr.

1969  Sister Mary Beatrice Bour, S.C. 
   Germaine Krettek 
   Helen C. Phillips 
   Alice Hyland Warner 
   Elizabeth Somers Ford 
   Sister Constance Marie Wallace, S.C.

1967  Captain Rita Lenihan, U.S.N.

 
*Honorary degree awarded posthumously
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
2022–2023 

Elizabeth M. Renyi, B.S., M.S. 
Chair

Gailon W. McGowen, Jr., B.A., J.D. 
Vice Chair

Michael J. McGovern, B.S., M.A., Ed.D. 
Secretary

Gary B. Crosby, Ph.D. 
President and Treasurer

Rachelle M. Bin, B.A., J.D.

Marcia Y. Cantarella, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.

Lathrop Craig, B.A., M.S., M.B.A.

David M. Daly, B.S., M.B.A.

Reverend A. Craig Dunn, 
B.A., M.Div., S.T.M., D.Min.

Sister Maureen Dunne, B.A., M.A.

Laurence Fulton, B.S., M.B.A., CPA, CFA

Winifred M. Johanson, B.A.

Raymond G. Kunz, B.S., M.B.A.

Lois Mancuso, B.A., M.A.E.

Sister Cecilia McManus, S.C., B.S.N., M.S.N.

Donna B. McNamara, B.A., Ph.D.

Sister Patricia A. Mennor,  
S.C., A.A., M.S.W., M.S.

Susan M. Michel, B.A.

Irena Moore, B.A., M.S.,  
LPC, LCADC, ACS

Sook May Ong, B.S., M.S.

Nikki Sumpter, B.S., M.S.

TRUSTEE EMERITI 
Sister Rosemary Moynihan, S.C., Ph.D.

 Ronald H. Lataille, M.B.A. 

Elizabeth M. Renyi, B.S., M.S.

EXECUTIVE CABINET  
MEMBERS

Gary B. Crosby, Ph.D. 
President

Anne C. Bartlett, Ph.D. 
Provost and Vice President for the Division of 

Academic Affairs and Student Life

Aaron Aska, Ed.D. 
Executive Vice President for Finance and 

Administration 

Fr. Joseph Farias 
University Chaplain and Advisor to the 

President for Mission Integration

Jeff Gutkin, Ph.D. 
Chief Information & Innovation Officer

Thalia Wilson, Ed.S. 
Interim Vice President  

of Strategic Enrollment Management

DEANS
Patricia Heindel, Ph.D. 

Dean of Professional Studies

Anthony Santamaria, Ph.D. 
Dean of Arts and Sciences

Mary Clare Cullum 
Dean of Admissions

Delores Sarfo-Darko Farmer, Ed.D. 
Dean of Student Success

David M. Hill, Jr., Ed.D. 
Dean of Student Affairs

FACULTY EMERITI
Thomas Barrett, Ph.D.

Sister Elena Colicelli, Ph.D.

Sister Gabriel Mary Donahue, Ph.D. 

Sister Kathleen Flanagan, Ph.D. 

Sister Anita Richard Heilenday, M.S. 

Kathleen Hunter, Ph.D.

Virginia McGlone, Ed.D.

Margaret Roman, Ph.D.

Valerie Scott, Ed.D.

Harriet Sepinwall, Ph.D. 

Eileen Specchio, Ph.D.

Carol A. Strobeck, Ed.D.
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CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
SaintElizabethUniversity on Facebook and YouTube 

saintelizabethuniversity on Instagram 
saint-elizabeth-university on LinkedIn

SaintElizabethU on Twitter

• Legacy Photographics will take photographs of the graduates 
as they receive their diplomas from the President and after 
they exit the stage. There is no obligation to purchase pictures. 
Each graduate will receive an email proof within 48 hours of the 
ceremony. For more information, visit www.legacyphoto.com.

• The inclusion or exclusion of names in this program does not have 
any official bearing on a student’s standing with Saint Elizabeth 
University. Official records regarding degree completion are 
maintained by the Office of the Registrar.

THE LEGEND OF THE STOLE OF GRATITUDE

 Every graduate has had a special person who, through personal or financial 
support, made a big difference in their life. The Stole of Gratitude offers an 
opportunity to say: “Thank you for helping me make it through; thank you for 
making it possible for me to succeed!”

 After the ceremony, the new graduate presents the Stole of Gratitude to 
someone who provided extraordinary support or who has helped with wisdom, 
words of encouragement or financial assistance. Immediately after graduation, 
the graduate may take the stole from around his/her neck and place it around 
the neck of the recipient.

 Presenters often write a few words of love and appreciation on the back of 
the stole using a permanent, fine-tipped marker. Friends and family of the 
graduate may autograph the front or back. The Stole of Gratitude is a lasting 
symbol of love, appreciation and academic accomplishment.

Congratulations, Graduates!

PLEASE NOTE
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